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MISSION: POSSIBLE

This year, STPS and the global 

community faced 

unprecedented challenges in 

a world turned upside down 

by the covid pandemic. As 

sea turtle nesting season 

geared up, the populated 

world shut down. STPS 

members and volunteers 

came together to keep our 

mission to help sea turtles 

survive stay on track.

.



Southeast Regional Sea Turtle Meeting

Feb. 3-6 in Corpus Christi, Texas

Florida Marine Turtle Permit Holders Meeting

Jan. 17-18 in Panama City Beach, FL

Off to a strong start….



This season the nesting survey 

program operated with limited 

team members based on FWC 
guidance. Teams surveyed the 

beach daily from April 15 through 

Sept. 15 and conducted spot 

checks through early October. 

NESTING SURVEYS



In addition to these 2020 

nest totals, STPS surveyors 

documented 680 false 

crawls, which occur when 
a sea turtle comes onto the 

beach but does not nest.



Surveyors also conduct nest 

success evaluations of marked 

nests after they hatch. These nest 

inventories take place three days 

after signs of emergence, or after 

70 days when no emergence is 

seen. This season more than 60 

evaluations were completed. 

Nest evaluations provide 

valuable information on sea turtle 
nesting trends.



• The education team shifted gears and 

transitioned to online training and 

programs, including Turtle Talk 101 and 
Volunteer Orientation.

• In May, STPS was awarded a $5,000 grant 

from the Frank and Alice Arguimbau 

Charitable Fund by the Community 

Foundation of Brevard to purchase two 
educational trunks from Inwater

Research Group.

• Volunteers updated and redesigned 

presentations and created new content 

to facilitate online programming.

• Education volunteers are using Zoom to 
teach day camps, Scout troops, and 

other groups about sea turtle 

conservation.

EDUCATION



MONTHLY MEETINGS
Beginning in June, the STPS monthly meetings 

have been offered through Zoom. We have 

been fortunate to have had some great guest 

speakers join us:

• Donna Oddy, a KSC field biologist who 

spoke about beach mice; 

• Kim Sawicki, founder of Sustainable Seas 

Technology who spoke about ropeless

fishing gear; 

• Holly Abeels, a Florida Sea Grant educator 

who spoke about oyster restoration; 

• Bette Zirkelbach, the Turtle Hospital 

manager who took us on a virtual tour of 

the Keys facility; 

• Shanon Gann, Sea Turtle Healing Center 

program manager who shared patient 

stories;

• Dean Bagley, UCF MTRG researcher who 

updated us on the nesting season and her 

satellite transmitter research. 

BEACH CLEANUPS
The STPS monthly beach cleanups started 

off 2020 with186 volunteers contributing 

503 hours from January through March. 

The monthly group cleanups have been 

canceled since April. One dedicated 

volunteer, Shagg Catri, has contributed 

589 hours on her own.



To ensure the continued 

operation of the Sea Turtle 

Healing Center during the 

pandemic, the STPS board of 

directors, based on Dave 
Cheney’s suggestion, 

donated $10,000 to the 

facility and challenged the 

community to match the 

amount. The Sea Turtle 

Community Challenge, 

administered through the 

Brevard Zoo, in five days 

during June raised more than 

$24,000 for a total of more 
than $34,000 with the STPS 

matching $10,000 donation 

included. 



The STPS board of directors approved 

$10,000 for UCF researcher Dean 

Bagley’s satellite transmitter work. 

Though she was unable to deploy the 

two transmitters this season, she hopes 
to use them in 2021.

In response to increased issues with beach 

lighting and behaviors during nesting 
season, STPS volunteer Joel Cohen worked 

with NPI productions to create a PSA video, 

“Sharing the Beach with Sea Turtles.” The 

video has been made available to area 

resorts and condos, tourism agencies, local 
governments, and other conservation 

groups.



EVENTS AND

FUNDRAISING

While in-person events and 

fundraisers have been 

canceled for most of 2020, 

some STPS events and 

fundraisers went virtual, such as 

World Sea Turtle Week and the 

Turtle Krawl 5K. 



WORLD SEA TURTLE DAY
The traditional STPS Open House grew into a nine-day virtual 

celebration beginning on World Oceans Day, June 8, that included 

daily educational messages and activities as well as games, story 

times, live social media events and giveaways. The event wrapped 

up on World Sea Turtle Day, June 16. STPS also had the opportunity 

to be part of a larger celebration, Sea Turtle Week 2020. This virtual 

event brought together more than 100 sea turtle groups from 

around the world to share the message of sea turtle conservation. 



TURTLE KRAWL
Though physically apart, the community came 

together to support STPS sea turtle conservation efforts 

on Sept. 12-15 for a virtual Turtle Krawl 5K. More than 

1,000 people from 37 states and five countries 

registered for the virtual race and joined with our race 

sponsors, donors and volunteers to make the virtual 

event a success. The race brought in more than 

$27,000 during a challenging time.



GIFT SHOPS

Both the Turtle House in Indialantic and 

the Turtle Nest kiosk at the Port were 

closed for six weeks this spring and 

now operate with limited hours.

In response, online shopping options 

have been expanded. 

Reduced sales along with the 

cancellation of night walks and other 

fundraising events, and the Turtle Krawl
going virtual, have had a significant 

negative impact on STPS revenues.

STPS was fortunate in August to 
receive $10,000 through the Brevard 

County CARES Act grant program for 

small businesses and nonprofits to help 

offset these losses.



DONATIONS

AND ADOPTIONS
• New coordinator, Teri Mahnken

• New and improved adoption 
packages, which are being sold in 
both gift shops as well as online

• Community has been exceedingly 
generous with their donations in 2020

• Through November, STPS has received 

151 donations totaling $11,408.30. This 

does not include Turtle Krawl
donations.



STRANDING 
AND 
TRANSPORT
The volunteers on the 

stranding, transport and 

hotline teams kept busy 

throughout the year 

responding to calls and 

transporting injured or ill sea 

turtles to rehabilitation 

facilities.

Through Nov. 14, volunteers 

have responded to 160 

strandings. More than 1,800 

calls have been made to the 

STPS hotline.



STERP
Our Sea Turtle Emergency Response Program 

volunteers responded to a one-day washback event 

on Nov. 10 after Tropical Storm Eta. More than 100 

post-hatchling, or washback, sea turtles got to the 

care that they needed thanks to the community and 

STPS volunteers who monitored the hotline, 

responded to calls, searched the beaches and 

transported these tiny turtles to the Brevard Zoo’s Sea 

Turtle Healing Center. 

About 120 volunteers were trained for the STERP 

program through webinars early this summer and 

received Letters of Authorization from Florida FWC.



MEMBERSHIP
786 total memberships through November 2020, 

with 990 members

Membership Totals
2018: 2017=608, 2018=667, increase of 59

2019: 2018=667, 2019=782, increase of 115

2020: 2019=782, 2020=786, increase of 4
206 new memberships in 2020

In 2020, member benefits were expanded. The 

membership committee started up monthly member 

and volunteer social gatherings, with two being held 

before being canceled due to covid concerns. 

Members also now receive a birthday email from STPS. 

Discounts available exclusively to STPS members from 

businesses now are listed on the STPS website. 



VOLUNTEERS

• Currently, 384 active volunteers; 28 pending volunteers needing to 
meet requirements

• Through November volunteers have recorded 4,838.25 hours this 
year, which are valued at $119,455.87.

• Volunteer Fair held in February with 52 people attending. 
Fourteen became members that day.

• STPS volunteers joined forces to sew masks for area health-care 
workers.



Looking 

Ahead to 2021
• Address beach lighting issues 

through educational outreach

• Redesign of Education Center

• Expand educational classes 

and programs

• Implement new budget and 

financial policies and continue 

work on organizational 
policies and procedures

• Focus on members by adding 

membership cards and other 

benefits



2020 BOARD 

OF 

DIRECTORS

Susan Skinner: Chairperson, Communication Director

Kathy LeBresco: Treasurer, Gift Shop Manager

Lisa Littleton: Secretary

Becky Aud: Education Director

Diana Forman: Advocacy Director

Jax Maisto: Membership Director

Noelle Villanueva: Events Director, Fundraising Director

Dave Cheney: Transport Permit Holder

Dori Hughes: Nesting Survey Permit Holder

Craig Konkel: Night Walks Permit Holder

Roger Pszonowsky: Stranding Permit Holder



OUR MISSION: 

HELPING SEA TURTLES SURVIVE

OUR VISION: 

A WORLD WHERE SEA TURTLES THRIVE


